
 

 

NECSTOUR WORKSHOP  

“TOURISM RECOVERY PROJECTS: RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE FACILITY 

AND COHESION POLICY FUNDS” 

12 FEBRUARY 2021, 10h00 – 12h00 CET 

 Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/6298876631 | Password: NECSTouR 

PROGRAMME 

 

Moderated by Françoise Guaspare, Île de France Senior Policy Advisor, NECSTouR 

Executive Committee and Advocacy Task Force Leader. 

 

10.00 – 10.15  WELCOME AND SETTING THE SCENE  
 

Françoise Guaspare, NECSTouR Executive Committee and Advocacy Task Force Leader 

Irati Icardo Isasa, NECSTouR Project Assistant 

 

10.15 – 11.15 BUILDING TOURISM STRATEGIES IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 

RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE FACILITY 

Prof.dr. Ljubica Knezevic Cvelbar, Slovenian Strategic Research and Innovation Partnership for 

Sustainable Tourism, School of Economics and Business, University Ljubljana  

Slovenia pathways in reinventing tourism: towards green, digital and inclusive tourism in the 

future  

 

Patrick Torrent, Executive Director of the Catalan Tourism Board and NECSTouR President 

Sustainable Tourism projects proposals to the Spanish Recovery Plan 

 

Discussion with the members, exchange of views and examples 

 

11.15 – 11.50 FINANCING TOURISM INNOVATION THROUGH COHESION 

INSTRUMENTS 

Ms. Stefanie Röder, Project Manager, TMB Tourismus-Marketing Brandenburg GmbH  

Europe 2020 - tourism funding in Brandenburg   

 
 

Discussion with the members, exchange of views and examples 

 

11.50 – 12.00 KEY POINTS AND NEXT STEPS  
 

Françoise Guaspare, NECSTouR Executive Committee and Advocacy Task Force Leader 

  

https://zoom.us/j/6298876631


THE CONTEXT  

 

Tourism is one of the sectors that struggling the most into survive and will find more 

difficulties to recover to the unprecedented and persisting economic crisis generated by the 

Covid-19 pandemic in Europe.  This has been recognized by the European Commission, as 

well as by the European Parliament and the Portuguese Presidency of the EU Council. 

NECSTouR has been mobilising its members - regional tourism authorities and their 

respective ecosystems - to optimise the financial mechanisms that the European 

Commission is going to deploy to support a better tourism recovery.  

We are indeed planning structural changes in partnership with the sector, academia, and 

citizens, to transform destinations into modern hubs of smart tourism management and 

marketing. Those should deliver quality jobs and lives, responsible behaviour, sustainable 

mobility solutions door-to-door, entrepreneurship, and innovation for competing globally 

and reducing carbon emissions. 

These projects are also fully aligned to the Recovery and Resilience Facility pillars and the 

seven EU flagships that the Member States must follow when drafting their national 

recovery plans. 

As also highlighted in a letter addressed to Commissioners Ferreira and Breton, we believe 

in the need of a broader regions’ participation in the design of the recovery plans. We 

regional tourism authorities stand ready to collaborate with our respective Member States 

in favour of co-creation and coordination of the recovery plans. We believe that only 

through a smart governance, we will succeed in translating the EU financial efforts into 

concrete benefit for the smallest operators of the sectors and territories most affected by 

this crisis.  

Our daily challenge is to mitigate this damage through direct aids, quality programmes 

targeting our SMEs’ digitalisation, data related skills, greening and more responsible 

behaviour, promotion, and overall plans to prepare our destinations’ ecosystems to resume 

safely and competitive.  

 

 

THE AIM OF THIS WORKSHOP  

 

With this workshop we want to explore the available opportunities of building tourism 

sustainable recovery through the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) and the Cohesion 

Policy Funds. 

During the workshop we aim at inspiring each other’s strategies and projects for the 

recovery of our Tourism, through all the available funding lines offered within these 

programmes, as part of the new Multi-financial Framework (MFF) and the Next Generation 

EU. Also, we want to set the basis for future European projects in their framework. 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/dec6071747257d07792f828d7/files/67c9af79-e530-4281-b282-3a248099a7d5/NECSTouR_Assessment_OpportunitiesRisks_RecoveryPlansSuccessTourismResilience_00000003_.pdf


In a first session we will explore how to build sustainable tourism strategies in the 

framework of RRF through the experiences of a Member State and a region, Slovenia and 

Catalonia, and further discussion among the NECSTouR members. 

NECSTouR supports its members to build tourism recovery strategies which are aligned to 

the objectives of the RRF, as well as with the objectives of the entire Next Generation EU 

recovery plan. From NECSTouR, we try to help and to influence the relevant institutions to 

design, implement and evaluate these plans with a participatory approach, in order to help 

in the co-creation of our respective national recovery plans in favour of a better tourism 

recovery. 

A second session will be dedicated on cohesion policy funds. After hearing the example of 

Brandenburg Region, we will debate on how to finance tourism innovation thought the 

available cohesion instruments. 

The Cohesion Policy can also help the regions to get funding for tourism-related 

investments, through the European Regional Development (ERDF) Fund, as well as the 

Cohesion Fund or the European Social Fund (ESF).  In addition, the European 

territorial cooperation aims to jointly develop the potential of diverse territories and 

React-EU is bringing a fresh new money of 55bn€ to help regions recover from the crisis. 

This is why we want to influence the decisions taken by the European Institutions and the 

National Governments in regard to the investments in the recovery of the European Union. 

Also, we expect reaching out to a critical mass of regions investing in tourism innovation, 

through the available funds; their Operational Programmes; and their Smart Specialisation 

Strategies. This while tackling our destinations’ challenges by investing in the 5 objectives 

of the Cohesion Policy, which include the greening and digital objectives.  

 


